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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


= 


FOREIGN. 
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THE FEELINGS OF A CHRISTIAN, 


Speech of the Rev. T. T. Biddulph, at the formation of the Bristol 
Church Missionary Association. 


Sir,—We are met to-day to promote an object which is dearer 
than all others to the bosom of the ALL-Gracious; the object which 
occupied the counsels. of Jenovan from the eternity which is past, 
and that which will be the object of divine complacency through 
the eternity that is future:—the object which produced that ineffable 
display of grace which the Bible reveals; that for which the world 
was originally built, and to which the universe, with all its splendid 
furniture of rolling orbs, is but a paltry scaffolding: which scaffold- 
ing, when the main fabrick is completed, will be given up toa gene- 
ral conflagration, as no longer of any use. Weare met, sir, to pro- 
mote an object, in the progression of which toward its destined per- 
fection, every new step occasions new songs among the innumerable 
company of angels who surround the throne of God. Concerning 
this building we are assured, that, ere long, the top stone shall be laid 
on with shoutings, grace, grace unto it. 

Such, sir, is the object of our present meeting. The means which 
we propose to employ for promoting it, are the legitimate means— 
the means which are divinely appointed for accomplishing the end 
in view. We propose to send to the benighted natiuns of the earth 
the gospel of salvation. ‘The command which we have received is 
to go into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. 
We will labour to obey it. ‘The means, sir, are adapted to the end; 
not indeed independently of accompanying divine influence, but as 
accompanied by the promised nary ~! of the Holy Spirit. The gos- 
pel is the rod of God’s power, to be sent out of Zion, whereby his 
enemies are to be made his footstool; and multitudes of converts, in- 
numerable as the drops of morning dew, raised up to the praise of 
the glory of his grace. 

We may adopt, sir, the language used by the sons of Jacob. We 
may say, with respect to the heathen world, We are verily guilty 
concerning our brother, in that we saw the anguish of his ont when 


he besought us, and we wonld not hear. We have seen, sir, the an- 
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guish of the unhappy widow, laid and confined by the influence ofa 
bloody superstition, and often by bamboos stretched by the hands 
of unrelenting Brahmins, on the consuming pile with the corpse of 
her husband. Sir, through the horrid din of the surrounding multi- 
tude her piteous cries have mocked our ears, and we have refused to 
hear. The moans of nurdered infants from the distant banks of the 
Ganges have also reached us, but have not interested us. We have 
neglected to send thither the gospel of the grace of God, the only an- 
tidote to ignorance, errour, superstition, and vice. 

Our indolence and inactivity have proved the coldness of our de- 
votion, if not its hypocrisy. Weare anxious now to become consis- 
tent christians; to have our prayers and our conduct in unison with 
each other. Weare desirous of calling into exercise the evangelical 
duties which we inculcate,—repentance toward God, and faith in 
our Lord Jesus Christ: repentance, for our past indifference to the 
glory of God and the interests of our Redeemer’s kingdom: repent- 
ance, for our disobedience to his great command, Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the gospel to every creature: repentance, for our 
disbelief of his gracious promise, Lo, I am with you always, even to 
the end of the world: repentance, for the guilt of blood, the blood of 
those who have perished through lack of knowledge, which we have 
used no adequate efforts to communicate to them. And while, in 
the retrospect of guilty neglect, we cry, God, be merciful to us sin- 
ners, we are desirous of exercising the other evangelical duty——~faith 
in our Lord Jesus Christ, by encouraging one another to zeal and 
activity; by looking to his mercy for the pardon of the past, for 
strength to follow up our confessions with reformation, and for his 
blessing on the efforts we propose to make. 


——— 2 + Oe 


THE FEELINGS OF A HINDOO. 
E.xtract of a letter from Kishtna, a heathen, to the Rev. Dr. John. 


REVEREND AND KIND FATHER,—You will indulge me (though I 
am still under heathen profession,) with that filial liberty with which 
you favour your spiritual children in the christian religion. 

In requesting you, reverend sir, to grant me a ‘Tamu! Old. and 
New Testainent, and if possible also an English Bible, I do it from 
a sincere heart which chiefly values this sacred treasure. 

Being acquainted a good deal with the glorious transactions of 
the honourabie Bible society, and other benevolent London mission- 
ary and other religious tract societies, whgse publications I fre- 
quently read when communicated by my christian friend; and being’ 
impressed with the preference of the christian love and communion, 
aiid, above all, with the saving knowledge which the Hely Bible con- 
tains. and enjoying myself comfort and satisfaction by the practice 
of these doctrines, and feeling the providence of m Creator in dis- 


posing my fate: I am conscientiously bound to confess, reverend fa- 
ther, that these are such weighty points as do not at all come from 
men, but from a far superioug hand, which rouses me from my natu- 
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ral lethargy, and directs me to seek grace and mercy from the Lord 
eur Saviour Jesus Christ. What makes me still delaying to make 
an open declaration of my weak faith, is—first, my timidity; second, 
my being still under filial obedience to my dear parents, whose ten- 
der and simple hearts will be dangerousiy affected, if they come to 
know my resolution: and my relations, some of whom possess a des- 
perate spirit, will certainly make such anoise, that, not withstanding 
my sufferings and trouble, I fear my parents will fall a victim to 
their ignorance and affection. The example of Nicodemus, in the 
gospel, comforts me much in my present situation, and makes me to 
wait for the Lord’s time. I pray earnestly for his grace and good- 
ness to fulfil my hearty wishes. I humbly trust that the Lord will 
hear the other good benefactors’ prayers fet me. 

The establishment of some charity English and Tamul schools 
now in these countries, and the benevolent plan which you have 
proposed to increase them throughout the country, I humbly consi- 
der are the chief means by which many will read-the Holy Bible, 
and be convinced of the difference between truth and falsehood. 
Since the christian schoolmasters are far superiour in fluent reading, 
correct writing, regular composing letters and petitions, in which, 
alas! our schoolmasters are very poor; many intelligent natives of 
my persuasion acknowledge and confess the happy effects which 
your charity school will have, and which we see already to our 
great pleasure. Though many fear, by this, you wish to persuade 
my nation to accept the christian religion, yet they are confident, 
from the well known and much distinguished benevolent principles 
of the reverend missionaries, that they will not furce them to do 
what their heart is not inclined to. 

I will confess from the bottom of my heart what I feel, and what 
I observe and hear from other natives, that your charity schools will 
have the most blessed and abundant fruits; when you will also find 
that many heathens read the Holy Scriptures, although they are hi- 
therto ignorant of printed books, nor are they acquainted with the 
best mode of reading. This charity, has already roused the atten- 
tion of the publick, and impresses them with a just idea of the bene- 
volence of their christian English superiours. Jam also one of those 
who offer my poor prayers to God Almighty for the increase of your 
charity schools, and that he may open the hearts of many English 
gentlemen and rich natives too, to aid this most beneficial institu- 
tion. 

I beg also another Tamul Old and New Testament, for my reli- 
gious friend Kanagasalley, who though convinced, and acknowledg- 
ing the purity of the christian religion, is much given up to the prin- 
ciples of Vedandem. In his conduct he is upright, and a sincere 
friend to myself and to my ehristian friend. 

For the precious book which you will be pleased to give me now, 
I wish to be thankful to God and to the other benefactors. May 
the Lord reward them abundantly in this and in the next life! Ma 
they also see the rich fruits of their pious labours even in this world! 

ou and other most worthy benefactors who have the welfare of 
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my nation so much at heart, and do the utmost in your power to 
promote it, in spite of all the unhappy objections arising from the 
enemy of the good of mankind, will be highly rewarded by God Al- 
mighty; and you will see numbers of heathens, with their families 
and children, who will come and thank you in heaven, and pros- 
trate themselves before the Lord and glorify his sacred name, not 
only for bis saving mercy, butalso for having chosen you, as sacred 
instruments, for our salvation. 

{ humbly rely on your paternal indulgence to pardon my liberty 
in this letter. ‘The contents are, I may freely say, coming from a 
heart which the grace of God bas brought to the knowledge of the 
christian religion; and in the English, | am assisted by my christian 
friend, with whom [am intimately connected about ten years, and 
hope the precious principles of the christian religion will bind us in 
the same union till the last days of our life. 

I remain, with profound respect, reverend and worthy father, 

Your most obedient and most humble unworthy servant, 
(Signed) KISHTNA. 
Tranquebar, March, 20, 1811. 


—— + 


AMERICAN MISSIONARIES IN INDIA. 


Extracts of a letter from the Rev. Edward Warren, written a short 
time after he and the Rev. Mr. Poor established themselves at Til- 
lipatly, to Capt. George Titcomb, supercargo of the vessel which 
conveyed them with their brethren Richards and Meig's to Ceylon. 


Dear s1ex,—You will be pleased to know that the Lord contin- 
ues his unremitted favours tous. ‘The hon. and Rev. T. J. Twis- 
tleton has continued to be our most active and most valuable friend, 
In the Rev. J. Chater we find a brother, christian, and missionary, 
and I trust we love him as such. In sir Alexander Johnstone we 
have found a friend to the cause in general in which we are enga- 
ged, and he has showed us no fittle attention and kindness. We 
are much indebted to him for the valuable information he has given 
us relative to this island, and particularly of this district and of the 
state of the people here. The Rev. G. Bisset has been very k nd 
to us, and Gov. Browarigg and lady paid us, while at Columbo, all 
the attention we could wish. ‘The governour expressed his earnest 
desire that we would remain on the island, and recomménded seve- 
rai places for us to occupy as missionaries, particularly Jaffna, and 
assured us of his patronage and protection. 

For these things I know you will unite with us in ascriptions of 
praise to our common master; for he did not surely show us these 
many aud great favours on our account, but that he might promote 
his own glory, and the advancement of his kingdom in the world; 
and to him belongeth praise and thanksgiving for ever and ever. 

I now feel as though | was on missionary ground. The wretched 
state of the heathen around us is enough to excite pity and compas- 
sion in the breast of the most obdurate, if they have ever enjoyed the 
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blessings of a civilized life, and can feel for human wretchedness. 
Lam with brother and sister Poor, occupying the house a few years 
since the residence of the Rev. Mr. Palm, who left this to take the 
charge of a Dutch congregation in Columbo. The house, though very 
old, we have made comfertable to live in. Within a few feet of the 
house are the walls of a large stone church, which has not had a roof 
upon it, I presume. for more than fifty years: yet the walls are so 
good that we are about to repair them, and puta roof upon them, 
for the purpose of preaching in. We now preach once every Sab- 
bath by an interpreter, to those people who will come and hear us3 
and once at a village two miles distant, where we have one valuabie 
christian friend. He is of Dutch extraction, but native mother; a 
magistrate of much respectability, and good information: an active 
zealous christian, and a‘real friend of missions. He strengthens 
our hands much. Besides preaching on the Sabbath, we go from 
house to house. None of the people refuse to hear when we go to 
tfiem; on the contrary many psiigle assemble wherever we go, and 
hear with silent attention. 

But our school is the most pleasing and most promising part of 
our labours. We have about thirty very bright interesting boys. 
They will please you much, if you will call and see them. They 
are learning English, and committing portions of Scripture and 
Watts’s catechism in Malabar. Lessons are written on the olla leaf, 
by the Malabar master, and they commit them. I am often aston- 
ished to see, with what facility they commit their lessons, and no less 
so to see how they retain what they commit for months. ‘They are 
much pleased with the idea of learning English, and I should not be 
surprised if they should speak it before we shal! be able to speak to 
the people with tolerable ease in their language. All the time we 
can get we devote to the study of the language. We find it a diffi- 
cult language to speak. In its purity, it is considered a very co- 
pious and etegant one, though the natives speak it, as might be sup- 
posed they would, very incorrectly, for none of them attend at all 
to the grammar of their language. 

We have companies of sick, lame, and blind, flocking to our door 
for medical aid. We think that attention to their complaints, will 
be a powerful means of gaining their attention to the religion we wish 
to preach to them. Indeed we have evidence that it will. MWe feel 
the want of an institution like an alms house, that we may rece've 
the sick into a comfortable habitation, and afford them proper cover- 
ing, for without it the medicine often is lost, and worse than lost 
upon them, as many of them are so poor they are literally naked, 
and without a hut to shelter them from the unhealthy night winds, 
Consumptions are frequent; intermittent’ fevers, dropsies, &c. are 
common complaints. Most of the people are without proper food 
in sickness, and nota few of them have nothing but what they 


beg. 
Row a small annual fund would enable us to relieve many hun- 
dreds of these miserable wretches; three or four hundred dollars for 


our station, would meet the presest calls. 
Qur brethren, Richards and Meigs, who are yet residing at Jafina 
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town, are fitting up a house about eight miles from us,* and will 
take possession of it ina few days. ‘They will be about seven miles, 
and we are about eight miles, from the fort at Jaffna. Point Pedro, 
where ships sometimes anchor,is about fourteen miles from us. We 
purpose to send achart of this district, on which all the parishes are 
marked out, to the prudential committee. We shall also send one 
of the olla books, containing the texts of Scripture, Lord’s prayer, 
commandments, and portions of the catechism, which the boys have 
been learning. 

We have a most valuable friend in J. N. Mooyart, esq. sitting 
magistrate and fiscal of Jaffna. Brother Newell resided with him 
when in this district. He was then an universalist, but now a hum- 
ble, warm-hearted christian. He married the daughter of the late 
missionary Dr. Jolin, of Tranquebar, an agreeable woman. 

The Rev. J. Glenie, colonial chaplain of Jaffna. is an active friend 
to missionaries. From him we receive no little favour, and regret 
that he is called to leave this to go to Trincomale. We hope, how- 
ever, he will ere long return. 


—2+ eo 


METHODIST MISSIONS. 


AMERICA. 


Extract of a letter from Mr. Radcliffe to Mr. T. Wood, dated Ja- 
maica, April, 19. 


January 1, 1817.—Last new-yearsday I spent with my dear 
friends in the Chichester circuit, this in the torrid zone. I entered 
upon this year with feelings of gratitude and admiration at the con- 
descension and love of my heavenly Father. Alas! I brought forth 
but little fruit the past year, yet God has borne with me, and often 
visited my soul with the comforts of the Spirit, and the hope of glory. 
I believe I never entered upon a new year more devoted to God and 
the work of the ministry. My soul ardently desires more of the mind 
of Christ, that all my tempers, passions, and actions, may be under 
the influence of that gospel which illustrates the purity as well as 
the faithfulness of God. [am about to enter upon a scene of ac- 
tion which, no doubt, will be attended with danger and conflict; but 
the inspiring thought that Jehovah reigns, for the comfort of his peo- 
ple, over all things and ¢ircumstances, ruling and directing, and 
causing all ultimately to issue in the accomplishment of his own 
benevolent designs, and the comfort and salvation of his people, dis- 
pels my fears, and enjoins me to go forward to warfare and to vic- 
tory. 

3 Being very desirous of forming a missionary society on board, 
I determined, if possib!e, to obtain the consent of the captain, which 
I did, and then coilected the sailors together, and stated, in the 
plainest manner, the object and rules of the institution. ‘They ap- 
peared to drink in the missionary spirit, and all, except the second 


* At Batticota. ‘They now reside there, 

















THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 327 


mate, became willing subscribers. The copy of resolutions which 
I drew up at the formation of the above society, together with a few 
donations I obtained whilst the ship continued in Kingston harbour, 
I have transmitted by M. Hughes to the treasurer of the missiouary 
society for the Bristol district. 

8. About three o'clock, came toan anchor in Morant Bay. The 
pilot pointed out our chapel and dwelling-house. It is situated on a 
piece of rising ground commanding a beautiful prospect, and par- 
takes of all the advantages of the sea breeze. In the eveviny our 
society-steward, having heard through the medium of the doctor 
(who came on board to see if any of the passengers were sick,) that 
a missionary had just arrived from England. came off to usin a 
canoe, to conduct us to the chapel-house, where we were soon sur- 
rounded with a number of affectionate and pious people, who w:th 
smiles upon their countenances, and presents in their hands, con- 
gratulated us on our arrival in Jamaica. O may our God suppiy all 
their wants, and reward them for all the tender affection they shew- 
ed us whilst we remained among them. 

Jamaica, you know, sir, is generally considered of first rate im- 
portance among our colonial dependencies; this is evident from its 
pr er its riches, and the number of its population. The blacks 
and coloured people make up above two-thirds of the inhabitants of 
the country; there are several gradations of complexion, from the 
coal black African to the accomplished mestee, and the distinction 
of cast seems to run very high among them. 

As it respects the present state of the work of God among us, we 
certainly have cause for gratitude and encouragement. This is!and 
may be justly viewed as the most important missionary station in 
the West Indies. It presents a large field for the toil of the faith- 
ful labourer. Many of our dear brethren have laboured here with 
great success; thousands have been rescued from ignorance and 
vice, and taught to walk in the path which leads to a nobler state, 
and a happier life. —Miss. Not. 





CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


NEW ZEALAND. 


Mr. Marsden having 4 the advantages of establishing a 
seminary in New South ales, for the education of some young 
New Zealanders, the committee immediately acquiesced in the pro- 
posal. The clergymen in the colony have expressed their convic- 
tion that such an establishment will be of the greatest service, and 
have accordingly begun to carry the plan into execution. It is in- 
tended to instruct these Zealanders in some of the more simple arts, 
such as spinning, weaving their native flax, manufacturing it, as also 
blacksmiths’ work, and agriculture. Four young men are alread 

admitted, and are improving very fast in useful knowledge. Suc 

an establishment, independently of its immediate advantages to the 
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New Zealanders, will afford a pledge for the safety of the settlers in 
that country, as the persons instructed will be either the sons of 
chiefs or their near relatives. 


WESTERN AFRICA. 

Kissey Town.—Mr. Brennand, who was appointed to assist Mr. 
Wenzel, died on the 20th of June, not having been quite four 
months in the colony. Mrs. Johnson being wl at Regent’s Town, 
he went thither on the 5th, with the view of assisting Mr. Johnson. 
On the 7th he was taken ill; and continuing to get worse during a 
few days stay at Le'cester Mountain, he was carried in a palanquin 
to Kissey Town. Te received every kind attention from Mr. and 
Mrs. Wenzel, and had the best medical assistance. His spirits were 
greatly depresserl. though he was calm and peaceful in reference to 
the pr aspect of eter nity. Mr. Wenzel writes: 

On Thucsday evening, f again prayed with him; and seeing now 
that his end was fast approachin g, {did not think it pr oper to leave 
him. Land Mrs. Wenzel, therefore, set up with him. He said 
much to my wile. pn ag ee own childven and relations who had 
died, and said, ‘to-morrow I shall be with them. ‘The Lord is now 
calling me away. He wished us to sing with him. I sang with him 
many verses. When we came to the ‘words, in one of Dr. Watts’ 
hymns— 


We're marching through Immanuel’s ground 
To fairer worlds on high— 


his spirits revived, and he sang these words in a manner so loud and 
distinct, that no one could suppose him ill; but his voice soon drop- 
ped, and his strength failed. When we had left off singing, he em- 
braced me, and said, ‘you are my brother, and you shall be my eter- 
nal brother before the throne of the Lord. Amen!’ He spoke but a 
few words more. A little before two o’clock on Friday morning, he 
gentty breathed his | last.” 

Yongroo Pomoh.—Mr. Nylander draws the following melancholy 
pew of the superstitions of the Bulloons with respect to witch- 
cralt 

“About a dozen supposed witches were tried lately. ‘The greater 
part of them pleaded guilty. One was accused of having sent a 
snake into the king’s house, in order to kill him; another, of having 
bewitebed a hunter’s gun, so that he could never kill any thing, 
though he even shot it; another, of bewitching an old man, that he 
could not get any money at this time; another, for having shot a man 
witha witch-gun, and hurt him, so that he was dangerously ill, and 
taken with fainting fits; another, for having prepared a witch-gun, 
aud placed it under the roof of his house, in order to kill a person 
who lived with him in the house. Two only of them said they were 
not guilty. One of these was tried by red-water, and found guilty: 
he is committed for further punishment. The other is to drink red- 
water at a distant period. Those who pleaded guilty, and begged 
pardon, did not undergo any punishment at all: they only go under 
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the title of witch. The others must suffer severely.”? A short time 
afterward, he writes: 

“The accusation of witchcraft still continues. Numbers of poor 
persons are miserably punished; and some carried to the Susoo coun- 
try, and there exchanged for cattle, which are either sold or killed, 
and a great cry (feast) made in remembrance of those persons.” 

Canoffe.—Our readers will have seen, by Mr. Bickersteth’s report 
and journal, that he had made arrangements for the missionaries vi- 
siting the natives, and preaching to them the gospel. ‘The following 
communications from Mr. Renner and Mr. Wilhelm will shew with 
what fair promise they entered on this labour. Subsequent despat- 
ches express serious apprehensions that the renovated slave trade— 
that dire curse of Africa—would compel the missionaries to abandon 
the undertaking, and possibly even the settlement itself, at the very 
time when they seemed to be on the point of realizing their warmest 
desires. Mr. Renner writes: 

“Dec. 1, 1816. A blessed Sunday of advent! Having previously 
acquainted Monge Backe that I intended to come to his town ‘to 
pray,’ as they express it, we accordingly went this day.” Monge 
Backe had well prepared the minds of his people for the occasion; 
so that a pleasing silence was observed in the whole town. He told 
them to appear clean, and that every one should put on his best 
clothes.” 

“After I had finished, Monge Backe_called me to him, and said, 
that it was very good to talk about Ged; and that since he heard 
what I said, he and his people would have no objection to hear me 
again, and that l might come as often as I — He said, also, 
that his people should build a pray-house, like Fernandez’s, at Bra- 
mia; because, as he said, the people would not come close together 
in a hot sun, and could not understand all at a distance. He made 
us, then, a present of a quantity of kolas, and a little palm-wine; 
and we spent the time very agreeably among these friendly people.” 

“Dec. 8.— We sent word to Monge Tomba that I would come to 
his town, next Sunday, ‘to pray.’ He let me know that he likes 
what Monge Backe likes; but that he had to g° up the country ‘to 
settle some palavar,’ and that his people could not pray behind his 
back!—but that I should come the Sunday wg green We also sent 
word to Yangji Bully, in Upper Bashia, that I would, next Sunday, 

reach in his town. He likewise said, that what Monge Backe 
ikes, he likes too.”’ 

“Pec. 7.—Monge Backe sent word to Stephen to come to-morrow, 
and see the posts for the ‘pray-house’ fixed in the ground. Stephen, 
recollecting Fimself'a little, said, ‘master, me must run over to Monge 


Backe, to tell him that to-morrow is Sunday, and a pray-house can- 
not be built on Sunday.’ ” | 

‘Dec. 8, Sunday.—i performed divine service at home; and bro- 
ther Wilhelm preached at Upper Bashia, the Lower Bashia people 
also attending.” 

‘Dec. 15, Sunday.—Myself and family went to Jesulu, to divine 
service there. Monge Tomba had made a temporary shade for our 
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reception, undér which I spoke the word of life. Brother Wilhelm 
concluded by singing a Susoo hymn. 

“Monge Toinba was at much pains in preparing a dinner for our 
whole family; a thing which we did not much wish for; but as the 
distance is greater than Lissa, it was welcome to us. 

‘“Two Portuguese men are living in this town, who strongly urged 
Monge Tomba to build a church like the Lissa people, to which he 
shewed not much hesitation. 

“I was sorry, however, that I could not observe here, among the 

pies that order, regularity, and reverence, which was so visible 
in Lissa. Monge Backe and his people made it a rule to observe, 
in évery repect, the christian Sabbath: whereas the Jesulu people 
made ho distinction of this day from another.” 

(To be concluded.) 


a + 


CONVERTED JEWESS. 


Thé following is an extract from an interesting letter lately recei- 
ved b ~ ev. Mr. Nitchke of Niesky, in Saxony, dated Dec. 
26, 1816. 


The civi! and political concerns of the Jews are much discussed 
in Germany, and have occasioned several controversial writings. 
For this reason also this may be a proper period for agitating ques- 
tions, more immediately connected with their spiritual and eternal 
concerns. Their former violent antipathy to christianity is in nu- 
mérous instances removed, but very few as yet seem to have open 
ears and hearts to obey the call, ‘Repent and believe the gospel.” 
Solitary examples occur, which confirm our hopes that our blessed 
Saviour even now has some sheep in the Jewish fold whom he ga- 
thers into his arms. I communicate accordingly two facts. 

A Jew called upon a pious christian at L, in the New Mark. He 
opened a book which happened to lie on the table. It was a trea- 
tise on the holy communion by Schmolke. Fixiag his eyes on the 
picture of our Redeemer as crucified, which was on the first leaf, 
the Jew silently shed a flood of tears. 

A friend in Berlin communicates to me as follows:—The Rev. 
Mr. Ritschel in this city has recently met with a singular occur- 
rence.. A: jewish maid was dangerously ill, and expressed a desire 
to see this respectable minister. Her employer refused the request; 
but the physician declared that she could scarcely live many hours, 
her whole nervous system and constitution being irrecoverably dis- 
ordered. Permission was at length granted, the minister came, and 
asked the patient what she desired? (I desire was her reply) to be- 
come a christian, and to be baptised by you. He inquired whether 
she believed in Christ Jesus? Yea, said she, I believe in him, for 
there is salvation in none other, neither is there any name given 
among men, whereby we must be saved, but the name of Jesus; to 
which she added many other scriptural passages, demonstrating the 
nature of ler faith. The minister now said that he hed no hesita- 
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tion with respect to her faith, but was not authorized to baptize her. 
The Jewess answered: If you do not baptize me, I shall die this 
very night and be lost. He then went late, at 11 e’clock at night, 
to the minister state for religious affairs, Mr. Schluckmann, and 
procured permission to baptize her, returned and performed the 
sacred act. Sle was enraptured, seon fell comfortably asleep, and 
rose the next morning well, so as to attend to her duty. This cir- 
cumstance will cause much sensation. Oh, might it serve to lead 
many Jews to their Redeemer, the only true Messiah!” 

This authentick narrative furnishes matter for many reflections, 
and is at least another proof, that at this time there are many Jews, 
who secretly believe the truth of christianity, and revere our Savi- 
our. The anecdote seems marvelous, and the truth of it is liable 
to be called in question by many infidels of our day. But the folly 
of those who presume to determine, what God is able or unable to 
do, and who fancy that in our times he cannot act in an extraordi- 
nary manner, deserves no refutation. Who can hinder him, or who 
can deny the possibility that he even now may confirm his word 
and glorious gospel with extraordinary gifts and powers, seeing we 
witness the divine power of the truth at this time in many regions, 
and among nations, who hitherto sat in the shadow of death, and 
now are illuminated and called out of darkness into God’s marvel- 
lous light, their feet being directed into the way of peace and life. 





DOMESTICK. 


ADDRESS 


OF THE PRUDENTIAL COMMITTEE OF THE AMERICAN BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


To all Foreign Mission Societies, other Associations ausiliary to 
the board, and individual patrons and contributors. 


BELOVED FRIENDS AND HELPERS,—A considerable time has elap- 
sed, since our last direct address to you. The issuing of quarterly 
circulars was found to be attended with inconvenience. Our exi- 
gencies have required other and more efficient means, and our occu- 
pations have been multiplied and pressing. 

We feel, however, more and more desirous of strengthening and 
drawing closer the ties, which connect the various auxiliaries with 
the board; and of having all, who take part with us in our great de- 
Signs intimately “knit together by joints and bands,” and the most 
affectionate and active sympathies. The sentiment cde Peage in 
our last annual report is a sentiment of our hearts, and one with 
which we devoutly wish every mind to be inspired. ‘The true friends 
of missions are one body, having one common object—one common 
interest. These are many members, but they are all necessary. If 
the board is necessary, its variaus auxiliary associations are also ne- 
cessary; and so too are the individuals, even to the widow of ‘two 
mites,’ ” who contribute to its funds, and labour and pray for its sue- 
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cess. The small contribution of the humblest friend to the cause 
is as really a service to it,—as really, though not in the same de- 
gree, necessary to its advancement, as the munificent donation of 
its most opulent benefactor, or the arduous labours of its most im- 
portant functuary. 2 de 

We, therefore, regard it as matter of grateful felicitation, that we 
have now an arrangement for making, through the medium of the 
missionary herald, more ready and frequent communications to our 
friends, associated and unassociated, near and remote; imparting to 
them, from tinfe to time, such notices and views, and sentiments 
and impulses, as occasions may require, and promoting, throughout 
the entire body, an animated communion of interest, of feeling, of 
spirit, and of action. 

In this our first communication through the designated medium, 
we have a most pleasant duty to fulfil. Weare expressly authoriz- 
ed to present, and we do most heartily present, the affectionate 
thanks of the board in whose name we act, to those from whom help 
and friendly offices have been received: to the officers and members 
of our auxiliary societies; and contributing associations of every 
name;—to the ministers and influential individuals, in towns and 
parishes, who have kindly received our agents, and assisted them 
in forming societies and in procuring collections:;—to the churches 
and congregations by which contributions for the objects of the 
board have been made;—to the teachers of schools who have inspir- 
ed their young pupils with the spirit of beneficence, and taught 
them to remember the poor heathen children; to the numerous fe- 
males who, with an alacrity and ardour peculiar to the sex, have 
come forward with their own free-will offerings, and, by their per- 
suasive example and influence, have excited the attention and libe- 
rality of their husbands, and fathers, and brothers;—to all of every 
class, who, by their benefactions, their prayers, their exertions, or 
their friendly countenance, have aided the sacred and momentous 
work in which the board is engaged. They have encouraged our 
hearts and strengthened our hands. They have enabled us to ad- 
vance in our design and to extend our operations;—have supplied 
means for imparting to thousands of fellow beings a light to guide 
their feet from the shadow of death to the mansions of glory. Their 
reward is sure. Hr, who came down from heaven to seek and to 
save the lost, will never forget the smallest thing done for the fur- 
therance of that great salvation for which he died, and for which he 
reigns. 

Hitherto the Lord hath helped us. Since our operations have 
commenced, about seven years ago, the missionary spirit has been 
continually spreading and rising. Associations of various names, 
subsidiary to the board, have been multiplying, until they now 
amount to more than three hundred; not a few churches and con- 
gregations in different and distant states, have made liberal contri- 
butions; distinguished benefactors have given of their+abundance, 
and throughout the union many thousands of individuals have 


od . 
opened their hearts and their hands to our censecrated treasury. 
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The treasurer received during the last year about thirty thousand 
dollars. 

You will rejoice to learn that the money, almost as fast as re- 
ceived, has been actually applied to the benevolent objects for which 
it was given. During the twelve months preceding the annual 
meeting of the board in September last, about eleven thousand dol- 
lars were applied to the support of our missionaries and schools; and 
to the translation and printing of the Holy Scriptures, at Bombay 
and Ceylon; about two thousand six hundred, to our missionary 
establishment in the Cherokee nation; and about five thousand, to 
the founding and various expenses of our Foreign Mission School 
in Connecticut. Since the meeting, the treasury has disbursed for 
the various purposes of the Bombay mission, about $7,500; for the 
Ceylon mission, about $4,000; for the Cherokee mission, about 
$3,500; for the Foreign Mission School, about $1,600; tor outfits 
and passages of missionaries, about $3,000;—in all, with various 
contingencies, more than twenty-two thousand dollars. 

At Bombay we have three missionaries,—Rev. Messrs. Gordon 
Hall, Samuel Newell, and Horatio Bardwell, of whom Messrs. Hall 
and Bardwell are married; and under their superintendance five 
schools; for children of Europeans, one, consisting of from forty to 
fifty pupils; for Jewish children, one, of about the same number: 
for children of Hindoos, or native pagans, three, on the lists of 
which are the names of several hundred pupils, who have been more 
or less constant in their attendance. 

These devoted and beloved missionaries are every day laboriously 
employed in preaching the gospel to the poor heathen around them; 
in promoting and inspecting the schools; and in translating the 
holy scriptures, and printing them in a language spoken by many 
millions of heathen people. 

In Ceylon we have four missionaries,—Rev. Messrs. Edward 
Warren and Daniel Poor; with Mr. Poor’s wife, at Tillipally; and 
Rev. Messrs. James Richards and Benjamin C. Meigs, with their 
wives, at Batticotta, distant from Tillapally seven or eight miles. 
It is little more than a year since these missionaries arrived at their 
stations; but they have commenced their operations with most com- 
mendable zeal and activity, and with very encouraging ayspices 
and animating prospects. At their latest dates they were earnestly 
engaged in studying the language of the country,—in preaching by 
interpreters statedly at several places to very considerable congre- 
gations of pagans,—in establishing and superintending schools,— 
and in making preparations for printing and dispersing the scrip- 
tures and other books. 

About three months ago, the Rev. Messrs. Allen Graves and John 
Nichols with their wives, and Miss Philomela Thurston, embarked 
for Indias Mr. Graves, intended for one of the stations in Ceylon, 
—Mr. Nichols, for the station at Bombay,—and Miss Thurston, 
betrothed to the Rev. Mr. Newell. 

At Chickamaugah, in the Cherokee nation, we have an establish- 
ment which was commenced last March; and at which the Res 
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Cyrus Kingsbury is the superintending missionary, and Messrs. 

oody Hall and Loring S. Williams, with their wives, are assist- 
ants. ‘To the establishment belongs a plantation, which had for 
several years been occupied by a white man, of whom the improve- 
ments were purchased; and upon which our missionaries, by their 
almost incredible exertions, have already erected a commodious 
dwelling-house, a school house, a mill, and some other buildings. 
They have also pretty amply stocked the plantation with horses, 
oxen, cows, sheep, swine, and poultry; and it produced the last 
season very considerable quantities of grain aud various vegetables. 

They have under their care twenty to thirty Cherokee and half 
east children and youth, male and female, whom they lodge, feed 
and clothe—instruct in common English learning, and in the prin- 
ciples of christianity, and exercise in domestick and agricultural 
arts and labours. They have also a school on the Sabbath for 
adults, which is well attended; and Mr. Kingsbury preaches, from 
week to week, to large and increasing numbers of very attentive 
hearers. The Lord, in the plenitude of his mercy, is manifestly in 
that place. ‘The minds of a number of the poor Indians have be- 
come deeply impressed with the truths of the gospel; and three or 
four are thought to have exhibited substantial evidence of true con- 
version toChrist. The brethren, in the midst of their incessant la- 
boursand hardships, are filled with joy and thankfulness.—Miss. Her. 

(To be continued.) 


-—3 +a 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


THE BRIEF REMARKER. 


Few subjects have employed a greater number of tongues and 
pens than that of education, and yet, few subjects are so generally 
misunderstood. Most admit the importance of education, and are 
forward to laud it, though perhaps scarcely one in twenty is sensi- 
ble of the full meaning of the term. 

Education in the common or popular acceptation, is made to 
mean mere learning. So that when people talk of education, they 
: generally understand by it little or nothing else than teaching chil- 

ren reading, writing, orthography, grammar, arithmetick, and so 
on;'and when they have got these, ard whatever else of learnin 
that is taught in the achotle, they are accounted well educated, a 
it is thought to be altogether their own fault if they fail te act well 
their part in the journey of life. Often itis said that such and such 
youths have an excellent education, when nothing farther is in- 
tended by it than their having been accurately taught in the rudi- 
ments of what is called learning. 

But, that learning is not the whole of education, nor even the 
most essential part of it, is a truth evinced by the divine testimony 
concerning Abraham, which here follows:—*I know him, that he 
will command his children and his household after him to do justice 
and judgment.” 




















THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 335 


Abraham, one of the greatest and best of the race of Adam, was, 
peradventure, of all men the most careful te train up his children 
in the way they should go; and his unequalled care, in that respect 
was the means of entailing distinguishing biessings upon his poste- 
rity. Yet, till several ages and centuries after Abraham’s day, no- 
thing which we call learning had existence in the world. ‘There 
were no writers nor readers: not even the letters of the alphabet 
were known by any body living, 

What has been said above is by no means meant to depreciate 
learning, which is to be regarded as one of the choicest of human 
blessings; far more to he valued than treasures of gold and silver. 
Indeed we can hardly be sufficiently thankful that we live in an age 
so far exceeding all former times, in the facility of the means of im- 
parting learning to the rising generation, and for zealous co-opera- 
tions to diffuse it among all classes of society. A happy prospect 
will this open, ‘provided the means be directed to the right end. 
Otherwise, giving children learning, makes them wise but to do 
evil; for the increase of faculty effected by learning, will be turned 
to good or ill, to benefit or mischief, according to the direction it 
receives in the early years of life. 

Now, as learning only supplies ability, the great thing is, to turn 
that ability to good account; to prevent its running into mischief, 
and to incline it toward things that are excellent. For what though 
one had all the learning of the schools? So much the worse would 
it be for himself and for society, if his inclination led him to make 
a vile use of it. Though a man have all knowledge, if he have not 
sound moral principle withal, he is the more dangerous and_pesti- 
lent, in proportion to his superiour advantages and faculties. 

Every day’s experience gives proof of this. The fraternity of 
forgers, swindlers, and cheats, 30 numerous and formidable at the 
present instant, consists, for the most part, of men of good educa- 
tion, as far as mere learning is to be regarded, Of that they have 
more than an equal share. But their early moral education having 
been neglected, their learning is a curse to themselves and to all 
about them. Who would not chuse his son should rather never 
learn to write, than be tempted and led by means of his adroitness 
in penmanship to the commission of felonious deeds that would fix 
him in “durance vile” for years, or for life? And who can reasona- 
bly expect that the learning given his children would not be abused 
to their own shame and te the shame of their kindred, unless he 
takes at least as much pains to shape aright their moral frame, as in 
schvoling them. 

Moral education, without which there is nothing of literature or 
of science, but is liable to be perverted tuo the worst purposes, is to 
be begun from the cradle. The first step is to teach the infantile 
subject implicit obedience to parental authority; and then, to rule 
with such moderation and sweetness, that it shall entirely trust and 
love the hand that guides it. In this way, the impressions made 
upon the young mind, are likely to be indelible, and there is ground 
to hope that the moral and religious instractions you instil, will 
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sink deep in the heart. Nor is it precept alone that will suffice. 
Though “precept upon precept” be given children, and their memo- 
ries be stored never so well with moral ard religious lore of the pu- 
rest kind, it will be of little avail except a corresponding example 
be daily presented before their eyes. 

‘It is well known to the students in ornithology, that the young- 
lings of singing birds listen to the old ones, and carefully learn 
their notes.”” And this propensity to imitation, is no less obvious 
in children. Like those little birds, or rather like little apes, they 
are prone to mimick whatever is done or said in their presence, and 
especially the ways and manners of their parents and instructors. 
So that the example set before them by those who have the care of 
their education, together with that of their young companions, has, 
of all human means perhaps, the greatest influence in forming and 
fixing their characters for life.-—Conn. Cour. 


Thoughts on the morning of a sacramental Sabbath. 


Fair is the morning’s purple glow 
That shines on nature’s robes, 
And gilds the lucid rays that flow 
Around this darken’d globe: 


But fairer is the gentle smile, 
That lights the christian’s face, 
And speaks a heart devoid of guile 
And cheer’d with heavenly grace. 


Sweet are the matins of the morn 
That swell the vocal grove, 

When every tree, and bush, and thorn, 
Pours forth the lay of love. 


But what can songstcrs’ sweetest tone 
Of raptured joy impart, 

Compared with that by christian’s known, 
‘That musick in the heart. 


That holy, that harmonious voice, 
Which calls in sweet accord 
The humble spirit to rejoice, , 
And banquet with its Lord. H 


ER 


BALTIMORE: 
YRINTED EVERY SATURDAY, BY JOHN D. TOY, CORNER OF MAR- 
KET AND LIGHT STREETS, AT FOUR DOLLARS A YEAR, 
PAYABLE HAL¥ YEARLY IN ADVANCE. 











